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Abstract: Data concerning mite phoresia upon beetles of the genus Dermestes Linnaeus, 1758 from Central Bohemia are re-
ported for the first time. The mites Poecilochirus necrophori Vitzthum, 1930 and Macrocheles glaber (Muller, 1860) were found
on Dermestes (Dermestinus) undulatus Brahm, 1790, D. (D.) laniarius llliger, 1802 and D. (D.) frischii Kugelann, 1792.
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Primeros datos sobre foresia de acaros (Acari) en escarabajos del género Dermestes Linnaeus, 1758 (Coleoptera:
Dermestidae: Dermestini) de Bohemia central (Republica Checa)

Resumen: Se presentan por primera vez datos sobre foresia de acaros en escarabajos del género Dermestes Linnaeus, 1758
de Bohemia central. Los acaros Poecilochirus necrophoriVitzthum, 1930 y Macrocheles glaber (Muller, 1860) se encontraron
sobre Dermestes (Dermestinus) undulatus Brahm, 1790, D. (D.) laniarius llliger, 1802 y D. (D.) frischii Kugelann, 1792.
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Introduction

The gamasid mites (Acari: Mesostigmata) are carried from one food
source to another by beetles of multiple genera in the beetle families
Silphidae, Staphilinidae, Histeridae, Trogidae, Leiodidae: Catopinae,
Cerambycidae, Erotylidae, Bostrichidae, Lucanidae, Cleridae, Chry-
somelidae, Carabidae, Tenebrionidae, Geotrupidae and Scarabacidae
(Haitlinger, 2004; Pushkin, 2011) with they often have a symbiotic
relationship in protecting the beetle’s larva or its food supply from
fly larva.

The data of gamasid mites (Acari: Mesostigmata) on Der-
mestidae (Coleoptera) upon genus Dermestes Linnaeus, 1758 spe-
cies from Central Bohemia (Czech Republic) is unknown. In the
present article presents the data of two species gamasid mites upon
three Dermestes species.

Material and Methods

Species are aranged alphabetically, the nomenclature and zoogeo-
graphy of Dermestidae (Coleoptera) follow Hava (2007), the no-
menclature and zoogeography of Mites follow (Haitlinger, 2004;
Pushkin, 2011).

Following abbreviations refer to the collections, in which the
examined material is deposited: JHAC - Jifi Hava, Private Entomo-
logical Laboratory & Collection, Unétice u Prahy, Prague-west,
Czech Republic.

Results
ACARI: MESOSTIGMATA
Family Parasitidae Oudemans, 1901

Poecilochirus necrophori Vitzthum, 1930

MATERIAL: CZ, Bohemia c. (5852), Unétice u Prahy, 20.5.2008, J.
Hava lgt., numerous specimens on Dermestes undulatus Brahm,
1790 (with Hister sp., Nicrophorus vespilloides (Herbst, 1784)),
(JHAC); CZ, Bohemia c. (5852), Roztoky u Prahy, 6.7.2014, J.
Hava lgt., numerous specimens on Dermestes laniarius Illiger, 1802
(with Nicrophorus vespilloides (Herbst, 1784)), (JHAC); Mélnik
env. (6252), 12.8.2010, numerus specimen on Dermestes fiischii
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Kugelann, 1792 and Dermestes murinus Linnaeus, 1758, (JHAC);
Hvozdnice (6152), 21.6.2014, numerous specimen on Dermestes
frischii Kugelann, 1792, (JHAC).

REMARKS. The mite species Poecilochirus necrophori Vitzthum,
1930 were stated for the first time in Central Bohemia on Dermestes
(Dermestinus) undulatus Brahm, 1790, D. (D.) laniarius Illiger,
1802 and D. (D.) frischii Kugelann, 1792.

Family Macrochelidae Vitzthum, 1930

Macrocheles glaber (Muller, 1860)

MATERIAL: Mélnik env. (6252), 12.8.2010, numerus specimen on
Dermestes frischii Kugelann, 1792, (JHAC); Dobfis - osada Vlaska
(6250), 21.6.2014, numerus specimen on Dermestes frischii
Kugelann, 1792, (JHAC).

REMARKS. The mite species Macrocheles glaber (Muller, 1860)
were stated for the first time in Central Bohemia on Dermestes
(Dermestinus) frischii Kugelann, 1792.

Acknowledgements
I'am obliged very much to R. Haitlinger (Wroctaw, Poland) for help with
determination of mites and to M. Rakovi¢ (Prague, Czech Republic) for
revision of the English manuscript. The research was supported by the
Internal Grant Agency (IGA n.20124364), Faculty of Forestry and Wood
Sciences, Czech University of Life Sciences Prague.

References

HAITLINGER, R. 2004: Mites (Acari) occuring on some Coleoptera
(Insecta) in Poland. Polskie Pismo Entomologiczne, 73: 3-24.

HAVA, J. 2007. Dermestidae, pp. 57,299-320. In: Lobl I. & Smetana A.
(eds.): Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera. Volume 4. Ela-
teroidea - Derodontoidea - Bostrichoidea - Lymexyloidea -
Cleroidea - Cucujoidea. Stenstrup: Apollo Books, 935 pp.

PUSHKIN, S. V. 2011. Novye dannye o forensii kleczej na zhukach-
nekrofagach. [New data Concerning Mites Phoresia upon
Necrophag Bugs.]. Vestnik Stavropolskogo Gosudarstvennogo
Universiteta, 74: 92-96 (in Russia, English Abstract).



